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Twinning between cities and towns in the United Kingdom and a number of
European countries began shortly after the Second World War. A similar
initiative later gained momentum involving employees from the French and
German telecommunications and postal services.
BT International Twinning Federation (BTITF) has existed for more than
twenty five years. New cultural viewpoints, post privatisation, and both political
and economic changes have altered the attitude towards twinning, so BTITF
is adapting to these changes. The movement is attracting a broader
membership; BTITF offers a strong welcome and particularly encourages the
involvement of new recruits, graduates and apprentices.
BTITF is a federation of 18 UK active groups, regionally organised, with a total
membership of 385. Although coordinated centrally, these groups are
autonomous, depending very heavily on the commitment and leadership of
members, both current and retired BT employees. They voluntarily organise
and promote professional exchange visits, language courses and sports
activities (ballooning, walking, cycling and skiing).
The central organisation is overseen by the Executive Committee, meeting
once a year to discuss the overall and future programme of activities.
Representatives of the EC attend the
Eurojumelage Council of Administration
and Congress. BTITF’s AGM is attended
by the Heads of the regional groups to
report back on their regional plans and
programmes with their respective specific
links with European countries. All activities
in BTITF are governed by a Constitution.

Armando Téllez-Velasco, far right, with
representatives of ten European countries at
the twinning’s 50th anniversary celebrations
in Cologne.
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BTITF’s main aims are the promotion of professional and social contacts
between communications staff and their families, across the various member
countries. Additionally, it aims to encourage an understanding of culture and
society and an appreciation of business practices within the framework of a
common profession. This now encompasses the broader family of ICT and
solution providers across the Postal and communications industry.
BTITF supports diversity and inclusion of all BT employees regardless of any
age, religion/belief, marital status, disability, race or ethnic origin, sexual
orientation, gender identity/expression or caring responsibilities. Twinning
encourages stronger social cohesion in Europe and in the wider global ICT
community.
BTITF is a member of the Eurojumelages movement which involves members
from European communications and postal sectors. Current member
countries include Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain,
Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Spain and Switzerland.
There are also associations with other telecoms and postal groups in Austria,
the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden.
Further twinning with Eastern European countries is underway and firm plans
exist for Bulgaria, Slovakia and the Czech Republic to join the movement
soon.
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- Expand my professional
network.
- Improve or learn a new
language.
- Increase my social circle.
- Sports adventures
- Volunteer in the community

%

&
&

#
$

If you wish to expand your job-related network with our European
counterparts in an informal way Twinning is the answer. Short work
exchange programmes are organised which give you the opportunity
to experience what it is like to work in another environment. You will
have the opportunity of meeting like-minded people with wide
professional aspirations.

Twinning offers the opportunity of polishing or learning a European
language. Courses are run once a year for a week in the respective
country, so you have a choice of French, German, Italian, Polish
Portuguese, Romanian and Spanish. A course to learn English is
offered to our counterparts which normally takes place in Cambridge,
in September.

Join one of the international events that are organised either in the
UK (York, London, etc) or in one of the European twinning cities
(Paris, Venice, etc). Various activities take place, lasting up to a
week, where you can meet local and European colleagues and visit
places of historical, artistic and general interest. The English
language course in the UK also gives you the opportunity to meet
our visitors, speak with them in English, and share our heritage with
them.

If you want to learn to ski in the Italian hills (Pozza di Fassay),
Twinning is the answer. You can experience ballooning in France,
Germany or Ireland, or you can take part in the yearly walking /
cycling event (OSCAR) in the countryside of a European member
country. The UK is bidding to run the event in 2012!

'

If you are already volunteering in UK community activities let us share
what you do! Many members from the twinning movement in the UK
may be interested in joining you or inviting you to take part in their
activities.

-6-
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Visit

the internal BT ITF website, the external UK one, or the Eurojumelages site

where all current events are listed. Remember that as a current or past BT employee
you are entitled to join a UK group and start taking part in all these events.
Membership is normally free, but some UK groups will ask for a small contribution
which is used to promote and advertise their local events.

If

you're interested in Twinning please make contact with one of the committee

members by e-mail or via the website page (addresses given at the end of this
booklet). You can also contact directly your local group near where your work or live.
We are always happy to answer any questions and tell you more about what we do.

Remember

you will have to make your own travel and insurance arrangements, if

you are participating in an international visit, language course or sport event. All
members take part using their own time, money and while on annual leave.

If

you are taking part in an international visit, you'll be allocated a host as near as

possible to your age, sex, etc. Families will be twinned with similar families, couples
with couples, etc. You will stay with your host for the duration of the event. They'll
provide some meals. It's customary to give them a gift on arrival. The organisers
create an extensive itinerary for the visit, which will include a variety of activities and
visits. Your host will organise adhoc social events for any free time in the itinerary.
The following year you will, hopefully volunteer as a host! Many events take place in
modestly priced hotels rather than with hosts in their homes.

The

official working languages in twinning are English, German and French, so it

would help if you have knowledge of any two languages, to benefit fully from your
twinning experience.

For

a work related exchange programme and language course, you could always

explore obtaining sponsorship from your Line of Business to help you with time off,
travel and expenses. These activities could form part of your annual DPR.

If

you would like to start a new twinning arrangement with another country, by all

means get involved. We are always in need of people keen to organise events, as
well as taking part.
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European twinning partners
Darmstadt (Germany), CNET (France)

Marseille (France), Tubingen (Germany)
Dublin (Ireland), Frankfurt (Germany),
Lyon (France), Milan (Italy)
Beziers (France), Heilbronn (Germany)
Nice (France)
Copenhagen (Denmark), Cork (Ireland),
Moulins (France), Nuremberg (Germany)
Metz (France), Quimper (France)
Pleumeur Bodou, satellite earth station,
(France)
Perpignan (France)
Lille (France)
Bucharest (Rumania), IDF Paris Telecom
(France), Madrid (Spain), Stuttgart
(Germany)
Bourg-en-Bresse (France)
Hamburg (Germany)
!

"

Coimbra (Portugal), Marburg (Germany),
Poitiers (France)
Narbonne (France)
Tours (France)

#

Gorzow (Poland), Dijon (France), Munster
(Germany), Cluj Napoca (Romania), Cork
(Ireland)
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APTA is the Adastral Park Twinning
Association, based at BT Group'
s
Research and Development site at
Martlesham Heath. It is open to all
employees in the Ipswich area.
Twinning is all about exchange visits and
getting to know foreign cultures and
languages. It'
s a great way of making
friends in other countries.

People take part for all sorts of different reasons, but the original reason twinning
started was to bring people together from different countries after WWII to help make
war less likely in future.
APTA is twinned with France Telecom'
s Amiens section in France, and Deutsche
Telecom'
s Darmstadt section in Germany. We have regular exchange visits,
alternating each year, such that each year we travel to either France or Germany
once and act as hosts once.
Our Darmstadt visits generally take place around the end of May. We go there in
odd-numbered years (e.g. 2009). Our Amiens visits generally take place around the
end of August, in even-numbered years.

0
BT Manchester is twinned with Deutsche
Post und Telekom in Hamburg. This
association started in 1988 when German
employees living in the town of Geesthacht
(to the east of the northern German city of
Hamburg) approached Oldham town
council for a possible twinning opportunity;
the towns themselves already being
twinned.
Oldham town council duly forwarded this to the BT district office in Manchester and
the link was forged. Originally this was a joint Post and Telecom venture, but sadly
UK postal employees have dwindled, although postal employees still form part of the
Hamburg group.
Since the early 1990s bi-annual twinning visits have taken place, more recently
involving trips further a field in both Germany and to Scotland in May 2009. We are
already planning a visit in 2011 to Dresden and the surrounding area.

-9-
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The group was started in November 1987 when a handful of interested twinners from
the Bath and Bristol area made a pilot visit to T bingen in southern Germany. A
reciprocal pilot visit was made by German twinners to Bath and since both visits were
deemed to be successful it was decided to go ahead and form a twinning partnership
between the two towns. Visits involving a coachload of twinners were then arranged
once a year, each town visiting the other every other year.
Contacts and events then
began to evolve in such a
way that our twinning
activities
began
to
broaden.
Now,
our
twinning
friends
in
T bingen have contacts in
France, firstly with Aix en
Provence and later with
Marseille. Later, further
contacts

contacts in Germany enabled us to link up with Hamburg and Berlin.

in

Germany

In recent years we have had several successful and enjoyable international meetings
involving Bath, T bingen, Berlin, Hamburg and Marseille. We have also linked up
with twinners from Petrozavodsk who are one of T bingen’s twinning contacts in
Russia. When it has been our turn to host the meetings we have usually opted to
provide accommodation in a hotel in Bournemouth or Torquay. Over the years many
friendships have been established as the result of these meetings and all those
involved have learnt much about the culture and history of each other’s countries.

&
It all started in 1984 when an approach was made by the PTT of Lille to BT in Leeds
to establish a twinning exchange between the two groups. This idea was a natural
extension to the civic links that had already been established between Leeds and
Lille.
In September an reconnaissance group of five
BT employees met up with the Lille Group at a
seaside resort in Merlimont. The idea of
twinning based on hosting in each others
homes was established. In May 1985, a group
of Lille twinners visited Leeds. Their visit was
very successful, so it was followed by a return
trip to Lille in October 1985. Subsequently the
form has been that we go to Lille in May or
June and they come to us in October or
November.
The length of each trip is usually 5 days
including travel. In the early days transport
was by coach but more recently we travel by
overnight ferry from Hull to Zeebrugge taking
our own cars. Up to about 2004 the French
met us at a magnificent chateau in the village
of Chereng where we would have continental
breakfast. The chateau was owned by the
Social Section of the PTT.
- 10 -

Jean Delvaux, Secretary of the Lille
Group, makes a presentation to
Alderman Douglas Gabb, Lord Mayor
of Leeds watched by Henry Peuzin,
President of the Lille Group and
Genevieve Delvaux
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John Brookes, the Telephone Area
Manager, called the inaugural meeting
on 14th April 1986. In May the first
“scouting” party travelled to Dijon and
in December some of our members
attended
the
10th
Anniversary
Celebrations of the Dijon Section. The
Dijon Section made their first visit to
York in April 1987.

We held our first AGM and our first student travelled to Dijon for work experience. In
April 1988 the York Group travelled to Dijon and the JEPTT treaty was signed. We
were now officially twinned with the Dijon Post and Telecom Section. In 1989 we
celebrated the 30th Anniversary of PTT Twinning. Until now we have been sharing
twinning of the Dijon Section with the York Postal Twinning Group.
BT York Twinning Group celebrated its 21st Anniversary in 2007. When many
twinners from France, Germany and Romania attended. As well as all the above
events our members have attended International Language Courses, Skiing Events,
Cycling / Walking at the Oscar. We have also sent students abroad for work
experience and hosted students from our partners in York.

Twinners with the BT balloon, on the Isle of Wight

The society was formed in 1984 and,
initially, twinned with France Telecom in
Lyon. The inaugural visit took place with
12 BT members travelling to Lyon. A
return visit by the Lyonnaises was then
made in August of the same year when
we were joined by the Birmingham Postal
twinning group. The Telecom and Postal
groups continued to work closely together
for the next 25 years while keeping
separate organisational structures. We
soon settled into regular annual visits
alternating between France and the UK. It
wasn’t long before our twinning activities
had extended to include our partners
twinned cities of Milan, Frankfurt and
Dublin.
Twinning enabled our members to visit
many different areas in Europe, on the

coasts of France, Italy, the mountains and the countryside in Germany. In a similar
way we also tried to show the variety of England, The Midlands, North Wales,
Hampshire, and Cumbria. Slowly, our twinning visits became much more
internationally based with meetings being organised by either of our twinning
partners but involving all of the twinned towns. Meetings now often involve over 300
people. Our group has always played a major role in encouraging student exchanges
and over the years we have found work for over 60 students from France, Italy,
Germany and Poland. We have always had a steady core membership. Last year,
we were proud to celebrate 25 years of twinning with Lyon at a meeting in Hendaye
near Biarritz. In 2010 we plan to visit Dublin and in 2011 we will be hosting a
multinational meeting in Brighton.
- 11 -
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President

Caroline Waters

caroline.waters@bt.com

Chairman, International Secretary & Language
Course Director
Vice Chairman
National Secretary
Treasurer
Publicity
Webmaster
Council Member

Armando Téllez-Velasco
Ron Sugden
Tony Gould
Mike Townsend
Tony Tate
Steve Thurston
Margaret Savage

armando.tellezvelasco@bt.com
sugdenassoc@btinternet.com
tony.ca.gould@bt.com
mjwarthog@btinternet.com
tonytate@btopenworld.com
steve.thurston@bt.com
margaretasavage@btinternet.com

Tony Gould
Mike Eyers
Marie Wilkinson
Barbara Clarke
Derek MCarthur
George Sinclair
Neil Yorston
Mike & Fran Young
Duncan McBride
Robin Hunte
Steve Carter
Steve Thurston
John Fitzgerald
Mike Finnigan
Jean Webb
Tony Tate

tony.ca.gould@bt.com
michael.eyers@hotmail.co.uk
marielouisewilkinson@msn.com
ja.presho@ntlworld.com
derekmcarthur@hotmail.co.uk
grs_sinclair@hotmail.com
fred.13@tiscali.co.uk
fran.young10@btinternet.com
duncanmcb@yahoo.co.uk
robinehunte@btinternet.com
steve.j2.carter@bt.com
steve.thurston@bt.com
jafitzgerald@btinternet.com
mike.finnigan@btinternet.com
jackie.perkins@bt.com
tonytate@btopenworld.com
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Adastral Park
Bath & West
Birmingham
Blackburn
Edinburgh & East of Scotland
Glasgow
Gloucester
Goonhilly
Leeds
London Central
London East
Manchester
Northampton
Preston
Swansea
York
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